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INTRODUCTION

What is a medical report?

❖ A report of the results of a medical examination of a patient 1

❖ A written document describing the findings of an individual or group 1

❖ Systemic documentation of a patient’s medical status or condition in hard or

soft copy.

What is laxity?

❖ Behaviour that shows little care, attention, or control 2

❖ The quality or condition of being loose 3

Laxities in medical reporting – careless documentation, poor attention to details

etc.
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MEDICAL REPORT
❖ Usually by request and addressed to a particular a person or

organisation includes;

▪ Sick certificates

▪ Pre-employment certification

▪ Certificate of fitness

▪ Pre-requisite requirements for schools, military, police,

NYSC etc

❖ Every consultation and/or documentation is a potential

medicolegal case

❖ Fraudulently or improperly written/documented report is a

malpractice
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PREREQUISITES TO ISSUING A MEDICAL 

REPORT - 1
✓ MDCN - Section 1; Sub-section 2(c), of the Medical and Dental

Practitioners Act [CAP 221], Laws of the Federal Republic of Nigeria

1990 (Decree No. 23 of 1988)4, is: "Reviewing and preparing from time

to time a statement as to the code of Conduct which the Council

considers desirable for the practice of the professions in Nigeria.

✓ “MDCN’s ‘Rules of Professional Conduct for Medical and Dental

Practitioners in Nigeria’ also known as the code 5

✓ Part A - Preamble & General Guidelines

❖ Abide by rule 6: The legal basis to practice medicine and dentistry –

need to be a doctor and also be properly registered.

❖ Registration - Any person who practices medicine or dentistry

anywhere in Nigeria without being appropriately registered with the

council contravenes the law, and so does his employer.
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PREREQUISITES TO ISSUING A MEDICAL 

REPORT - 2

INTERNATIONAL 

CODE OF MEDICAL 

ETHICS

❖ Updated at the 57th WMA 

General Assembly, 

Pilanesberg, South Africa, 

October 2006

❖ Part A - Duties Of 

Physicians In General 

(reiterated in rule 8)

❖ The patient must have been 

personally attended to by the 

issuing doctor including 

physical examination 
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LAXITIES IN MEDICAL REPORT: 

MEDICOLEGAL COMPLICATIONS - 1 

❖ Fake report – criminal offence, can be charged for ‘false

representation” or even “forgery”

❖ An act amounting to “Infamous conduct” according to the Code

with the following consequences if found guilty as outlined in

Part B rule 25 and 26 ;

(A) Order the Registrar to strike the person's name off the relevant

register or registers.

(B) Suspend the person from practice for a period specified in the

directive, not exceeding six months.

(C) Admonish the person
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LAXITIES IN MEDICAL REPORT: 

MEDICOLEGAL COMPLICATIONS - 2 
❖ The profession is put into disrepute

❖ Doctors removed

from attestations
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6. https://www.sunnewsonline.com/efcc-to-go-after-doctors-issuing-fake-medical-reports-magu/ - accessed on the 24.01.2020

7. https://businessday.ng/news/article/senate-raises-alarm-over-sale-of-fake-medical-reports-by-nigerian-hospitals/ - accessed on the 24.01.2020

https://www.sunnewsonline.com/efcc-to-go-after-doctors-issuing-fake-medical-reports-magu/
https://businessday.ng/news/article/senate-raises-alarm-over-sale-of-fake-medical-reports-by-nigerian-hospitals/
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LAXITIES IN MEDICAL 

REPORT: 

MEDICOLEGAL 

COMPLICATIONS - 4 
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LAXITIES IN MEDICAL REPORT: 

MEDICOLEGAL COMPLICATIONS - 5 

Part C Rule 32 – Failure to meet professionally accepted standards,
method or decorum, shall be guilty of malpractice.

Part C Rule 33 – Professional Certificates, Reports And Other
Documents

 A - ‘Therefore, any practitioner who signs or issues in his professional capacity any
certificate, report or other document of kindred character, containing statements
which he knows or ought to know to be untrue, misleading or otherwise improper, is
liable to disciplinary proceedings. Sick certificates must not be given retrospectively,
or beyond the known duration of the illness and the associated period of
convalescence. Only the attending registered practitioner can issue certificates to
patients’

 B – ‘In general, doctors are expected to exercise care in issuing certificates and
kindred documents and should not include in them any statement which the doctor
has not taken appropriate steps to verify. Doctors are also advised not to issue
certificates excusing a patient from duty in excess of one week except where the
practitioner is able to objectively justify longer periods. Such certificates may be
renewed if the need arises in the course of regular follow-up care. A doctor shall not
issue a false sick or death certificate. He must not acquiesce to, or aid the falsification
of, any medical record or document’
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LAXITIES IN MEDICAL REPORT: 

MEDICOLEGAL COMPLICATIONS - 6 

Part E Rule 53 – Decency And Decorum In Professional
Transactions

‘It is in the interest of the professions of medicine and dentistry that registered
practitioners maintain decent and decorous relationships with their clients and
patients in the course of professional transactions and treatment. Registered
practitioners are hereby reminded that whoever engages in fraudulent or dirty
deals in any untoward manner, including among others, issuing of fake
professional bills, illegal abortion, collusion, fee sharing, false certification,
covering etc. and who after due process are found guilty by the law courts, shall
attract erasure from the medical and dental register as appropriate.’
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MEDICAL REPORT: MITIGATING 

AGAINST LAXITIES 
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❖ Physically (or personally) attend to patient/client that needs report

– no proxy

❖ At least do a general examination

❖ Request for tests if need be e.g. Xray, FBC, Urinalysis

❖ Do not state

▪ what you did not examine e.g. VA (no Snellen chart)

▪ report a procedure not done – PR not done

▪ test not requested – ‘sputum test’

▪ vaccine/medicine not administered

❖ Use Proforma document/forms as much as possible e.g. sick

certificates, death certificates, consent forms etc



PROFORMA 
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PROFORMA
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The Physician’s Pledge

https://www.wma.net/
policies-post/wma-
declaration-of-
geneva/. 
Retrieved 2020-01-26.

Adopted by the 2nd General Assembly of the World Medical Association, Geneva,
Switzerland, September 1948 and amended the 6th time by the 68th WMA General
Assembly, Chicago, United States, October 2017

 I SOLEMNLY PLEDGE to dedicate my life to the service of humanity;

 THE HEALTH AND WELL-BEING OF MY PATIENT will be my first consideration;

 I WILL RESPECT the autonomy and dignity of my patient;

 I WILL MAINTAIN the utmost respect for human life;

 I WILL NOT PERMIT considerations of age, disease or disability, creed, ethnic origin,
gender, nationality, political affiliation, race, sexual orientation, social standing or any
other factor to intervene between my duty and my patient;

 I WILL RESPECT the secrets that are confided in me, even after the patient has died;

 I WILL PRACTISE my profession with conscience and dignity and in accordance with
good medical practice;

 I WILL FOSTER the honour and noble traditions of the medical profession;

 I WILL GIVE to my teachers, colleagues, and students the respect and gratitude that is
their due;

 I WILL SHARE my medical knowledge for the benefit of the patient and the
advancement of healthcare;

 I WILL ATTEND TO my own health, well-being, and abilities in order to provide care
of the highest standard;

 I WILL NOT USE my medical knowledge to violate human rights and civil liberties,
even under threat;

 I MAKE THESE PROMISES solemnly, freely, and upon my honour.

https://www.wma.net/policies-post/wma-declaration-of-geneva/


Thank you


